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Parenting is all about preparing the youngsters for their future life by
inspiring them to accept the challenges of life and at the same time
inoculating them from the possible vulnerabilities. It is one of the biggest
challenges in one’s life. This becomes more challenging as the norms
and social practices keep on evolving with every passing generation.
Moreover, the ubiquitous entrenchment of the internet in our daily lives
has added a new challenge in parenting. Therefore, it has become crucial
to initiate a debate regarding a parental protocol over children’s internet
use. Let us explain this! 

In a shocking incident in the UK, a seven-year-old boy made in-app
purchases, through his father’s credit card, amounting to approximately
Rs 1.33 lakh. This sudden fiduciary shock caused the father to sell his car
to meet the credit card bill. In a similar incident in December 2020, a six-
year-old kid from Wilton, Connecticut (USA) spent about $16,000 (roughly
Rs 11.80 lakh) from his mother’s credit card on Apple App Store charges
for his favorite video game

The internet is replete with such news. Come home, in a similar accident
in the East Godavari district, a boy spent more than five lakh rupees from
his mother’s credit card. And financial misadventures are not the only
variety of untoward incidents taking place over the internet. Incidents like
‘The Bois Locker Room’ show the prolific possibilities of privacy breach,
laid open with the universal reach of smartphones and internet
connections. Incidents of online bullying, threatening, and body shaming
are more common than we think.

It is because of these reasons that UNICEF has come up with secure
online modules for the children. USA has promulgated laws like COPPA,
(The Children’s Online Privacy Protection Act of 1998) to ensure the
online safety and security of the children. Even in India, Personal Data
Protection Bill, 2019 was envisaged to address similar concerns.
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But the concern of internet security cannot be exclusively delegated to legal
authorities. The parents and the schools have an instrumental role to play. Institute
for Governance Policy and Politics (IGPP), in association with Social Media Matters
(SMM), has conducted a series of online surveys regarding the impact of social
media on society. The findings of the surveys are telling. In one such study
conducted during the second phase of lockdown, 62% of the respondent parents
said that their wards’ attachment to the internet is almost to the level of addiction,
and they are deeply concerned about the behaviour of their sons and daughters.
According to the same study, this unbridled affinity towards the internet has caused
a substantial drop in concentration and extracurricular activity. According to 88% of
parents, the lockdown has exacerbated the crisis further. Sixty-two percent of
parents accepted that they could not do away with the possibility of their children
watching porn over the internet.

 On the other hand, those studies showed conclusive evidence that the children’s
non�academic screen hour was less when the parents spent more time. Kids from
families that have vacationed together, spent weekends with their parents, or got
assistance from their parents in studies were less likely to be glued to the screens. 

These results conclusively suggest that parents face an entirely new set of hurdles
hitherto unknown to them in the age of the internet and smart devices. Therefore, a
broader effort of raising the consciousness regarding parenting methods is the need
of the hour. The studies also found that there is an overwhelming interest among
the parents to discuss this. Almost 50 percent of them expressed that they would
join workshops on these issues if arranged in their vicinity. The parents also wanted
the schools and the big tech/ social media companies to come forward and create
an ecosystem to discuss this new social reality
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